Left Subclavian Vein Anatomy
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SP Notes

- in an adult: 3-4cm in length an 1-2cm in diameter

- formed from the axillary veins at the lateral border of the first rib

- joins the brachiocephalic vein to become the superior vena cava

ANATOMICAL RELATIONSHIPS

- superior: clavicle

- inferior: pleura

- posterior: anterior scalene muscle + subclavian artery

- anterior: medial thirst of clavicle (immobilized by small attachments to the rib and clavicle) and subcutaneous tissue of the anterior chest wall

- lateral: anterior aspect of the deltoid shoulder muscle

- medial: internal jugular and brachiocephalic vein (this take place at the medial border of the anterior scalene muscle and behind the sternoclavicular joint)

- the large thoracic duct on the left and small lymphatic duct on the right enter the superior margin of the subclavian vein near the IJ junction
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